
TOPIC: THE JERUSALEM COUNCIL 

In the earliest days of the Christian church, the church was comprised predominately of Jews. 

In Acts chapter 8 the gospel spread to the Samaritans (who were ethnically mixed Jews-

Gentiles), and many Samaritans received Jesus Christ as Savior. In Acts chapter 10, the 

apostle Peter was the first to take the gospel specifically to the Gentiles, and many received 

Christ as Savior. In Acts chapters 13—14, Paul and Barnabas had a very fruitful ministry among 

the Gentiles. All of these Gentiles turning to faith in Christ caused concern among the Jewish 

believers, first expressed in Acts 11:1–18, and the issues that caused concern were ultimately 

decided upon at the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15). The issues centered on two questions: Do 

Gentiles first have to become Jews before they can become Christians? Do Gentiles have to 

observe the Mosaic Law after they become Christians? 

The impetus for the Jerusalem Council is given in Acts 15, verses 1 and 5, “But some men 

came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, ‘Unless you are circumcised 

according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.’ . . . It is necessary to circumcise 

them and to order them to keep the Law of Moses.” Some Jewish Christians were teaching 

that Gentiles had to observe the Mosaic Law and Jewish customs in order to be saved. Since 

this teaching clearly contradicted the fact that salvation was by grace alone, through faith 

alone, in Christ alone (Acts 15:11), the apostles and church leaders held the first Christian 

council to settle the issue. In verses 7-11, the apostle Peter spoke of his ministry with the 

Gentiles, as recorded in Acts chapter 10. Peter focused on the fact that the Holy Spirit was 

given to uncircumcised Gentiles in precisely the same manner the Holy Spirit was given to the 

apostles and Jewish believers on the day of Pentecost. This led Peter to the conclusion that 

there should be no “placing a yoke on the neck of the [Gentile] disciples that neither our 

fathers nor we have been able to bear” (Acts 15:10). 

Jesus’ half-brother James, who had become a leader of the church in Jerusalem, agreed with 

Peter and declared, “It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for 

the Gentiles who are turning to God” (Acts 15:19). The Jerusalem Council then proceeded to 

give four “rules” that Gentile Christians should live by. These were not rules the Gentiles 

must follow in order to be saved. Rather, the rules were to build harmony between Jewish 

and Gentile Christians in the first century. The four rules the Jerusalem Council decided upon 

were that Gentile Christians should abstain from food polluted by idols, sexual immorality, 



the meat of strangled animals, and blood. The instructions were not intended to guarantee 

salvation but to promote peace within the early church. 

EVALUATION 

1. What was the meaning and importance of the Jerusalem Council? 

	


